
MASS SCHEDULE:

 Sunday Obligation:
  Saturday: 4:00 p.m. at Mount Carmel
  Sunday: 9:00 a.m. at St. Stephen
  Sunday: 11:00 a.m. at Mount Carmel

 Holy Days: Consult Bulletin.

 Weekdays: Consult Bulletin.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
 Arrangements must be made at the Rectory 

and the instruction class must be attended by 
the parents.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
 To be arranged at the Rectory six months in 

advance of the wedding.

HOSPITAL CALLS: 
 When a member of your family is taken to 

the hospital, notify the Rectory.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
 Rectory: 330-652-4396

OFFICE HOURS:
 Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

ORGANIST:
 Meg Daniluk 

E-MAIL:
 churchofsaintstephen@yahoo.com

WEB SITE:
 www.ststephenchurchniles.com

CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE (CCD):
 Thursday, 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Niles Intermediate School
 CCD Coordinator: Mary Ann McMahon – 330-544-4766

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome! Please register at once.

MOVING: Notify the Rectory.

QUESTIONS? BULLETIN NEWS: Bulletin deadline –
 Tuesday before 4:00 p.m. Call the Rectory.

CHURCH SUPPORT: The weekly use of your envelopes with a donation justly 
related to your means, fulfills the obligation of church support. It also is one 
indication of your regular attendance at Mass, and an expression of your 
appreciation to God for what has been given to you.

129 West Park Avenue
Niles, Ohio 

44446 
Rev. Steven Agostino,

Pastor

Deacon Michael Hanshaw

St. Stephen Church

MISSION STATEMENT: 
We are St. Stephen Church in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Youngstown. Since 1853, we have served the community of Niles. 
Through our Baptism, we are called to build our lives in the image of Christ through worship and prayer, in Word and Eucharist. 
Together we draw others close to God through our service, charity and evangelization. In a spirit of stewardship, we share our time, 
talent and treasure with the faith community and for future generations.



ST. STEPHEN CHURCH NILES, OHIO

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10th – 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 9:00 a.m. MARY STANCHER
   by Chuck & Mary Nader
 11:00 a.m. at Mt. Carmel
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11th
 8:30 a.m. at Mt. Carmel
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12th
 8:30 a.m. DAVID MOORE by Mark, Patty & Patrick McElravy
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13th
 8:30 a.m. at Mt. Carmel
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14th
 8:30 a.m. MIKE, JULIA & FRANK DANIHEL
   by JoAnne Luhaney
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15th
 8:30 a.m. at Mt. Carmel
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16th
 4:00 p.m. at Mt. Carmel
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17th –
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 9:00 a.m. JUDY FERENCE
   by Abraham Family
 11:00 a.m. at Mt. Carmel

THEME: PREPARE FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD.
Today’s readings speak to us of preparing for the coming of the Lord 
through repentance. Repentance requires us to be honest about the 
times we have fallen short in loving God and our neighbor as the 
Lord commands. Knowing that we are sinners is a necessary step in 
recognizing our need for the forgiveness God has graciously offered us 
through his Son, whose coming into the world we prepare to celebrate.

LITURGY OF THE WORD: Isaiah offers words of comfort and hope 
that the time of exile is coming to an end and the Lord is preparing 
to reveal His glory to all people. Peter exhorts his community to live 
in holiness and devotion in anticipation of the day of the Lord. Mark 
begins his Gospel describing the ministry of John the Baptist who 
proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, and 
that one greater than he would come and baptize with the Holy Spirit.

ETERNAL FLAME INTENTIONS
WEEK OF DECEMBER 10th

IN MEMORY OF
NANCY SNIDER by Jacquie

IN MEMORY OF
PAUL BENEDICT by Mary Ann & Roseann

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTION
SPECIAL INTENTION by Bev Vukovich

      Rest In PeaceRest In Peace
Our deepest sympathy and prayers for comfort 
are extended to the family and friends of
Mary Dee Swindler Phillips who died this 
week. May she rest in eternal peace and may 
perpetual light shine upon her.

As part of the PARISH YEAR OF EUCHARISTIC 
REVIVAL, St. Stephen will host an hour of Adoration on 
Thursdays following the 8:30 a.m. Mass until 10:00 a.m. 
Please join us to honor and glorify God for His most perfect 
gift to us. The Blessed Sacrament is never to be left alone 

during this time so if it is difficult for you to be here for 8:30 a.m. Mass, 
please consider coming between 9:00-10:00 a.m. for a visit.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH
Sacristan JEFF BURKE
Lector FRANK DILLON
Eucharistic Minister of Bread SHERRIE SYLVESTER
Eucharistic Ministers of Cup LISA BURGESS
 JACQUIE WHETSTONE
Altar Server JOHN WILSON
Greeters HUGH KIELEY
 MARY ANN McMAHON

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Father Agostino will be available for Confessions 
on the following Saturday at 9:00 a.m. New 
schedule will be posted after January 1. 

ST. STEPHEN
December 16

PLEASE NOTE: There will be Advent Communal Penance 
Services with several priests available on Monday, December 
11 at St. Michael, Canfield and on Tuesday, December 12 at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Austintown. Both services begin at 
7:00 p.m.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP
December 3, 2023

Parish Goal: $4,700.00 per Sunday
Attendance: 148
 Envelopes: 85 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES $ 4,525.00
MAINTENANCE $ 232.00
CEMETERY  $ 140.00
RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT $ 20.00
CHRISTMAS $ 315.00
CHRISTMAS FLOWER $ 945.00
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION $ 110.00
SOLEMNITY OF MARY $ 20.00

 FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PLANNING
 CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve : 4:00 p.m. at St. Stephen
 4:00 p.m. at Mt. Carmel
Christmas Day: 9:00 a.m. at St. Stephen
 11:00 a.m. at Mt. Carmel

ANGEL GIVING TREE
ALL GIFTS MUST BE RETURNED TO CHURCH 
TODAY, DECEMBER 10, OR TO THE RECTORY 
NO LATER THAN TOMORROW, MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 11. All gifts are to be wrapped, with 
the ornament showing the family number and 
child’s name attached. There is a lot of work for 
the committee to sort and make sure we have 

everything, and then even more work for Niles Community Services, 
so please be considerate of them and return your gifts on time!

FATHER AGOSTINO’S INSTALLATION
Please join us on Sunday, January 7 at the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass as Father Agostino will be officially installed 
by Bishop Bonnar as Pastor of St. Stephen and Mt. 

Carmel. He will be installed at Mt. Carmel at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. 
A combined reception for both parishes will be held at Ciminero’s 
Banquet Hall. More details to follow soon.



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 10, 2023

PRAYER LIST – We would like to offer everyone the 
opportunity to pray for our fellow parishioners and 
friends who are ill or in need of prayer for any reason. 
If you would like to add someone to the list, please call 
the rectory and leave a message and we will add the 
requested person. Please remember the following in 

your prayers: Dorothy Bianco, Don Donnelly, Alida Lendvay, Mary 
Beth Havasi, Janet Kandrac, Sue Kopetsky, John Wilson, Kathy 
DeCristofaro, Mitzi Malvasi, Lou Lukz, Jennifer Cable, Michelle 
Howard, Jo Medovich, Kevin Grafton, Mary Catherine Freel, 
Kevin Murphy (Father Murphy’s brother), Kara Stanford, June 
Dudinec, Arlene Wilson, Mary Miller, Bob Leonard, Mike Kozak, 
Bob Adler, Joe Smaltz, Sandy LaMonica, Karen & Richard 
Slanina & Family, Carri R., Pat Hines, Bill Smith, Debbie Kovell, 
Lois DiFrancesco, Jeff Burke, Jack DiTunno, Tammy C., Faith 
Harnack, Paul Lapolla, Jim Orsine, Connie Hake, Michael Edward 
Thompson, Pat Spisak, Chuck Durig, Tucker Paul Clark, Jim & Jo 
Villeco, Sr., Jim Nitzsky, Martha Williams, Marie Perfette, Denise 
Burke, Sue Mollis, Chuck & Bonnie Jorza, Connie Brandt, Rachel 
Tarr, Steve & Dee Cvengros, Rita Mae Dodasovich, Al Conti, 
Rosalie McGinnis, Shirley Gustovich, Dick Bedio, Gavin Lengle, 
Peg McGinnis, Larry Batovsky, Sr., Steven Medovich, Mary Jane 
Tripodi, Phil C., Cathy Marino, Roberta Williams, Mary Jane 
Hileman, Todd Beedy, Angela Marzullo, John Daubner, Father 
Murphy and all those who suffer any illness, especially those 
who have no one to pray for them.

 NILES CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CLUB
 NITE AT THE RACES
 FRIDAY, JANUARY 19
 at Ciminero’s
 Doors open 6:30 p.m.
 Races begin 7:00 p.m.
Tickets on sale NOW after Mass or can be 

purchased from any club member, the office or online. We hope 
you will be able to join this evening of fun and help your parish at 
the same time!

OPLATKY. Oplatky (Christmas wafer) is available at the 
rectory for those who make this part of their Christmas 
celebration. The price remains $2.00 per envelope of 
four wafers. If it is difficult for you to get to the rectory 
during the week, please call and we will bring
it to you at Mass on Sunday morning.

OUR 2024 CALENDARS HAVE ARRIVED and are 
available at the church or rectory. We thank Holeton 
Yuhasz Funeral Home and Shaker Law Office for their 
continuing sponsorship. Please take one per family.
We also have Little Blue Books available by the doors for 
anyone who would like a copy of this Advent devotional.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Just a reminder that if your children would like to 
attend the Breakfast with Santa at Mt. Carmel’s Holy 
Family Hall next Sunday, please call our rectory no 
later than Monday, December 11, so that they will 
know how many to prepare for.

LUCK OF THE IRISH 2024 – MARCH 16th, 2024

 SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
OTHER NEWS

NILES COMMUNITY SERVICES FOOD COLLECTION 
– DECEMBER – Assorted Food
COMMUNITY SUPPERS – DECEMBER – OUR LADY 
OF MT. CARMEL, 381 ROBBINS AVENUE. Suppers 

are free and open to the public on Thursday from 4:45-5:30 p.m.

ST. VINCENT de PAUL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is looking for 
volunteers to assist in all of our various programs such 
as the Hunger Center, Back2Work Mentoring Program, 
Care Clothing Room, Special Events and more. If you 

have a passion for events or fundraising, we have launched a volunteer 
team that we invite you to join. Contact Laura Bennett at 234-223-
2933, ext. 103 or lbennett@svdpneodistrict.org. Contact us today to 
learn more about these exciting opportunities! www.SVdPTrumbull.org
GIVE HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS – FOOD & FUNDS DRIVE. Food 
donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. at the Dining Hall Niles Road, Warren. Monetary donations can 
be made by going to www.SVdPTrumbull.org or mail to SVdP Holiday 
Campaign, 2431 Niles Road SE, Warren, OH 44484.

A PRAYER FOR PEACE
Lord Jesus Christ, You are the true King of Peace. 
In You alone is found freedom. Please free our 

world from conflict, especially in the Middle East and Ukraine. Bring 
unity to troubled nations. Let Your glorious peace reign in every heart. 
Dispel all darkness and evil. Protect the dignity of every human life. 
Replace hatred with Your love. Give wisdom to world leaders. Free 
them from selfish ambition. Eliminate all violence and war. Glorious 
Virgin Mary, Saint Michael the Archangel, every angel, and saint: 
Please pray for peace. Pray for unity amongst nations. Pray for unity 
amongst all people. Pray for the most vulnerable. Pray for those 
suffering. Pray for the fearful. Pray for those most in need. Pray for us 
all. Jesus, Son of the Living God, have mercy on us. Jesus, hear our 
prayers. Jesus, I trust in You! Amen.

STEWARDSHIP – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“Prepare the way of the Lord…” - MARK 1:3
We are all called to live a holy life. We are all called to invite others 
to live holy lives. Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful and 
generous with our gifts, puts us on the path to holiness and is an 
example for others to be holy, too. We are responsible not only for 
our own lives, but for the lives of others as well. How are you helping 
others get to Heaven?

DIOCESE OF YOUNGSTOWN – MUSICAL 
EVENT – TONIGHT at 6:00 p.m. Enhance the 
Advent season and the experience of Christmas, 
while building upon the cathedral’s tradition of 
musical excellence. All members of the public are 
welcome at this event.
Sunday, December 10, at 6:00 p.m., the St. 

Columba Cathedral musicians will present the Annual Festival of 
Lessons and Carols. This year, the program includes the hauntingly 
beautiful “O Antiphons” setting by Peter Hallock, along with many 
other musical anthems and hymns. The “O Antiphons” are an Advent 
prayer tradition, naming various titles ascribed to Jesus in preparation 
for the Christmas celebration. This event is also free, and a freewill 
offering will benefit the Cathedral music program. Security will be 
provided, and ample parking will be available. For more information, 
visit the event calendar at www.doy.org.

VOCATIONS – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“A voice is calling.” Is Christ calling you to let 
Him manifest His love in you as a priest or 
consecrated religious? Talk to your priest or 
contact Fr. Chad Johnson at (330) 744-8451 or 
cjohnson@youngstowndiocese.org.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, 
send Your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for 
Christmas. We, who have so much to do, seek quiet 
spaces to hear Your voice each day. We, who are 
anxious over many things, look forward to Your coming 
among us.
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Where Quality is 
No Accident

DAVID R. REK
Owner/Operator

Expert in... Import and Domestic Autos, Chief EZ 
Liner Unibody and Full Frame Repair System
28½ High Street, Girard  330-545-4244

KENNETH F. SMALTZ
Certified Public Accountant, Inc.
815 Youngstown-Warren Rd.

Niles, OH 44446

544-2227

Imperial Glazing 
Concepts Inc.
Storefront Glass & Glazing

234 Robbins Avenue
330-652-6277

Anthony Ciminero
Owner

Ciminero’s Banquet Centre
123 N. Main Street, Niles

330-652-1064

Fernando’s

PIZZA
Carry-out or Eat in

Trumbull County’s

TRY ONE OF FERNANDO’S EVERYDAY SPECIALS!

330-609-6699
Howland

8250 High Street Landscape Unlimited, Inc.
Tom Fricker    Parishioner    330-719-9849

Total Landscape Service
Residential & Commercial

Snow Plowing • Free Estimates

Matuszwski Roofing
& Siding       652-0992

Slate Removal–Chimneys Rebuilt  
& Repaired–Seamless Gutters &  

Downspouts–Power Fans Installed– 
Replacement Windows & Doors

John Matuszwski         Free Estimates

Crosby-Mook
Office Equipment, Inc.

558 High St., NE., Warren
399-8926

Machines • Supplies • Furniture

WM. KRAMER & SONS, INC.
Heating & Cooling

652-3535   FAX: 652-3305   652-3247
 236 N. Main Street, Niles  Since 1900

3761 St. Rt. 46
Across from Mineral Ridge MS
OPEN Monday-Saturday, 9-6

330-652-BEEF (2333)

Niles Monument Company
Monuments of Distinction

Across from Niles City Cemetery
1112 Niles-Cortland Road,

Niles
Jim De Christefero

330-652-3034/330-717-9462 Cell

330-505-6196

Conveniently located a 
half-mile from the church

614 Warren Ave., Niles
Funeral Home & Cremation Funeral Home & Cremation 

Services LLCServices LLC

Wm Nicholas

330-978-1089

ToyoTa of Warren

2657 Niles Cortland Rd SE, Warren, OH 44484
Joey Marzullo, Owner • Tino D. Merlo, General Manager

www.toyotaofwarren.org       330-369-1678

Fresh Walleye Every Friday
330-545-2424

James R. Williams, Jr.
Funeral Director/Owner

Parishioner
Jean A. Corliss
Funeral Director

Parishioner

611 Robbins Ave.
330-652-2422 FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE, INC.

Altobelli Real Estate
Jennifer D’Allessandro

330-717-7063
jenniferdallessandro@gmail.com

Realtor with 20 Years Experience!

Niles
461 Robbins Ave.
330-544-3333

“Specializing In 
Teen Driving”

Parishioners

DRIVING
ACADEMY

C.O.P.S.

Cautious Operation  
& Public Safety

COPSDRIVINGACADEMY.NET

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

haker  
LAW OFFICES LLC 

(330) 652-2762 Robert I. Shaker
(330) 652-2762

www.NicholasFuneralHome.com
Meaningful ~ Economical ~ Exceptional Service

Home Construction  
& Maintenance:

Kitchen, Bathroom and  
Basement Remodels.
Garages, decks and  

so much more

Free Estimates, Call Today! 
330.219.0181

330-395-2020
302 Niles Cortland Rd, 

Dr. James 
Martuccio

Board Certified 
Ophthalmologist

Board Certified Cataract  
& Lens Implant Surgery

Cleary’s

1216 N. Main Street

James Alex Yuhasz & James Alan Yuhasz • 330.652.4311

FAIRWAY TIRE
116 N. Main Street

Niles, Ohio
(330) 652-9700

Open 7 Days
Daily lunch & dinner specials

20 W. Main St.  330-545-5694

Connelly’s Flowers, LLC
23 N. Main Street 

Across from McKinley Memorial

544-9270 
www.connellysflowers.com

Our bulletin is printed 
at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage you to 
support their businesses.

ALTOBELLIALTOBELLI
REAL ESTATE

Debbie Barber • 330-720-1297

Our Family Proudly Serving Your Family for Generations
3310 Elm Road, NE • 330-372-1960 • www.gillettenursing.com

Only Facility in Trumbull County to have ALL PRIVATE ROOMS

We are a K-6 charter 
school of choice and 
would be happy to 

provide a tour 
for your family. 

Please call the school 
office at 330-989-7474 

to set up a tour and meet 
Principal Jarman.

Compliments of
Andy & Bernadette

Kish Family


